
Policy Platform 

The immigration system is shattered. Survivors are denied
access to safety because of policies and practices that could
be fixed. The Tahirih Justice Center is prioritizing the
following policy goals to immediately improve protections
for immigrant survivors while simultaneously seeking long-
term, systemic change. 

Tahirih’s policy work is rooted in our core values and in our specific theory of
change. Inspired by the Bahá’í faith and grounded in our belief in the oneness of
humanity, we reach for a society that embraces our diversity and guarantees
everyone’s human rights.  Our mission is to advance policies and laws that enable
immigrant survivors of gender-based violence to pursue legal immigration status,
live in safety, and forge their own paths. Everything we do is in service of that goal. 

REFORM ASYLUM LAW TO 
NAME GENDER AS A 
PROTECTED GROUND

R I G H T  N O W ,  M A N Y  S U R V I V O R S  O F  V I O L E N C E
A R E  D E N I E D  P R O T E C T I O N  F R O M
P E R S E C U T I O N  B E C A U S E  T H E  L A W  D O E S  N O T
C L E A R L Y  S T A T E  T H A T  T H E Y  Q U A L I F Y .  W E
C A N  C H A N G E  T H A T  B Y  U R G I N G  C O N G R E S S
A N D  T H E  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  T O  N A M E
G E N D E R - B A S E D  P E R S E C U T I O N  A S  A  R E A S O N
F O R  P R O T E C T I O N .   

END THE ILLEGAL MIGRANT
PROTECTION PROTOCOLS (MPP)
ALSO KNOWN AS THE "REMAIN
IN MEXICO” POLICY

M P P  H A S  S E N T  M O R E  T H A N  6 7 , 0 0 0  A S Y L U M
S E E K E R S  T O  M E X I C O  T O  W A I T  O U T  T H E
R E M A I N D E R  O F  T H E I R  C A S E S ,  W H E R E  T H E Y
A R E  A T  R I S K  O F  K I D N A P P I N G ,  A S S A U L T ,  A N D
T O R T U R E .  W E  M U S T  A L L O W  P E O P L E  A R R I V I N G
A T  T H E  B O R D E R  T O  S A F E L Y  S E E K  A S Y L U M
F R O M  W I T H I N  T H E  U . S . ,  A  R I G H T  P R O T E C T E D
U N D E R  U . S .  I M M I G R A T I O N  L A W .  

REPEAL TITLE 42

T I T L E  4 2  S H U T T E R E D  T H E  B O R D E R  A N D
D E N I E D  R E F U G E E S  T H E  R I G H T  T O  S E E K
A S Y L U M  U N D E R  T H E  G U I S E  O F  U N F O U N D E D
P U B L I C  H E A L T H  C O N C E R N S .  

IMPROVE U VISA ACCESSIBILITY

S U R V I V O R S  A R E  E X P E R I E N C I N G  E G R E G I O U S
D E L A Y S  I N  T H E  P R O C E S S I N G  O F  T H E I R  U  V I S A S ,
W I T H  N E A R L Y  2 8 0 , 0 0 0  I N D I V I D U A L S  I N  T H E
B A C K L O G .  T H E S E  D E L A Y S  S U B J E C T  S U R V I V O R S
A N D  T H E I R  F A M I L I E S  T O  A D D I T I O N A L  R I S K S  O F
V I O L E N C E ,  E X P L O I T A T I O N ,  M A N I P U L A T I O N ,  A N D
T R A U M A .  W E  M U S T  F U N D  U S C I S  T O  A D D R E S S
T H E  B A C K L O G  A N D  R E C A P T U R E  T H O U S A N D S  O F
U N U S E D  U  V I S A S  F R O M  T H E  E A R L Y  Y E A R S  O F
T H E  P R O G R A M .  

PREVENT DETENTION AND
DEPORTATION OF SURVIVORS 

N O  S U R V I V O R  S H O U L D  F E A R  D E T E N T I O N  O R
D E P O R T A T I O N  I N  S E E K I N G  A  P A T H W A Y  T O
S A F E T Y  A N D  S E C U R I T Y  F O R  T H E M S E L V E S
A N D  T H E I R  F A M I L I E S .

FUND USCIS TO ENSURE TIMELY
EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION
FOR SURVIVORS

V A W A  S E L F - P E T I T I O N E R S ,  U  A N D  T  V I S A
A P P L I C A N T S ,  A N D  A S Y L U M  S E E K E R S  M U S T
H A V E  T I M E L Y  A C C E S S  T O  E M P L O Y M E N T
A U T H O R I Z A T I O N  A S  T H I S  I S  C R I T I C A L  T O
I M M I G R A N T  S U R V I V O R S ’  A B I L I T Y  T O  E S C A P E
V I O L E N C E  A N D  P R O V I D E  F O R  T H E M S E L V E S
A N D  T H E I R  F A M I L I E S .   

CLOSE LOOPHOLES IN MARRIAGE
BASED VISA PROGRAMS THAT
FACILITATE AND SANCTION
CHILD MARRIAGE

T H O U S A N D S  O F  M A R R I A G E  B A S E D  V I S A
P E T I T I O N S  T H A T  I N C L U D E  C H I L D R E N  A S
S P O U S E S  A N D  F I A N C E S  H A V E  B E E N  A P P R O V E D
B Y  U S C I S .  C O N G R E S S  M U S T  F I X  I M M I G R A T I O N
L A W S  T H A T  I N C E N T I V I Z E  C H I L D  M A R R I A G E .

STRENGTHEN STATE LAWS ON
THE AGE OF CONSENT TO
MARRY

T H E  D E V A S T A T I N G  I M P A C T S  O F  C H I L D
M A R R I A G E  O N  I M M I G R A N T  A N D  O T H E R
S U R V I V O R S  A R E  W E L L  D O C U M E N T E D .
D E S P I T E  T H E  K N O W N  H A R M S ,  O N L Y  6
S T A T E S  S E T  T H E  M I N I M U M  M A R R I A G E  A G E  A T
1 8 .  T O  B E T T E R  P R O T E C T  C H I L D R E N  T H E
L E G A L  A G E  T O  M A R R Y  S H O U L D  B E  S E T  A T  1 8
( O R  A B O V E ,  I F  T H E  A G E  O F  M A J O R I T Y  I S
H I G H E R )  I N  A L L  S T A T E S .

RESTORE DUE PROCESS IN OUR
IMMIGRATION SYSTEM

O V E R  T H E  Y E A R S ,  P R O C E D U R A L  C H A N G E S  I N
T H E  C O U R T S  H A V E  M A D E  I T  H A R D E R  F O R
I M M I G R A N T S  T O  F I N D  L E G A L  C O U N S E L ,
B L O C K E D  A C C E S S  T O  R E L I E F ,  C R E A T E D
S I G N I F I C A N T  I N E F F I C I E N C I E S  A N D
C O M P O U N D E D  D E L A Y S .  A T T E M P T S  T O  F O R C E
T R A U M A  S U R V I V O R S  T O  M E E T  A R B I T R A R Y ,
E X P E D I T E D  D E A D L I N E S  W I L L  N O T  C U R E
B A C K L O G S  I N  I M M I G R A T I O N  C O U R T  A N D  W I L L
N O T  R E S U L T  I N  E Q U A L  A C C E S S  T O  J U S T I C E .
O N L Y  S Y S T E M I C  R E F O R M  T O  R E P E A L  O R  S T O P
S U C H  P R O C E D U R A L  C H A N G E S  C A N  D O  S O .
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