20. It would be devastating to both me and my daughter if I had to return to Bolivia.
is a U.S. citizen; she was born in this country and has never been to
Bolivia. Although I try to teach her as much Spanish as I can, she speaks very
little Spanish. I would estimate that she speaks only about 30% Spanish.
21. Bolivia is dangerous place for women and children and
would be
extremely scared if she had to go to this new and strange place. It would be
incredibly difficult for her to adjust, not only because of her lack of language
skills, but because she has spent her entire life in the United States and her life in
Bolivia would be completely different. I remember feeling lost when I first came
to the U.S. and I can’t imagine what that experience would be like for a young
child.
22. The only thing worse than
and I returning to Bolivia would be if I
returned and
had to stay here. I simply could not bear to be apart from
my daughter again.
23. It was so hard for
to be apart from me when I was in jail. She visited
every other weekend and called twice a week but it was just not the same as
seeing her face-to-face. I know she tried to be brave when she called or saw me,
but I notice the difference now that I am out of jail and am able to be with her on
a regular basis. I can see my real daughter, an excited and animated little girl. She
is much more exuberant and happy now. One day, she was bouncing around the
room (like she is prone to doing) and I asked her why she was acting so silly.
“My heart is happy to be with you again mommy,” she replied.
24. I am currently involved in a custody dispute with
’s father. We attended a
hearing at the Fairfax County Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court on July
, but there was not enough time for the Judge to hear all the evidence, so the
case was continued to December
. I hope
and I are able to resolve
our differences, because I think it would be better for my daughter to be with both
her mom and dad, but it would be catastrophic for me to leave before the custody
issue is resolved, as it may limit my ability to see
in the future.
25. Lastly, I am afraid to return to Bolivia because I do not have the legal protections
there that I have here in the United States. In the past year, my husband and his
sister have clearly demonstrated that they are willing to go to great lengths to hurt
me. My husband has not only physically abused me, but has attempted to use the
legal system to punish me as well. Fortunately, justice has prevailed and he has
not succeeded.
26. I don’t think I would be so lucky in Bolivia. In May, my husband’s sister
went to Bolivia and told a court there that my husband and I were never legally
married. She accused me of falsifying legal documents here in the United States,
which is not true. I am certain that I would be arrested on these false charges if I

returned to Bolivia and fear that I would not be able to prove my innocence of my
husband’s vindictive charges like I was able to do here in the United States.
27. It would be so much easier for my husband and his family to hurt me in Bolivia. I
fear that they would not only use official processes to try to hurt me, but that they
would simply pay someone to kill me. It would be easy for them to do that there,
unlike here in the United States where they are scared to do something so drastic
because they know that there are people here who will stand up for me, and for
the truth.
I thank you for considering my application and respectfully ask that you approve my
Application for Advance Permission to Enter as a Non-Immigrant.

Signed under the pains and penalties of perjury.

_____
Maria

_______________________
Date

